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“The Faith that Endures”  

Job 1:6-22 – September 6, 2020  
  

 

 

Will you please join me in Job Chapter 1?  Job is an Old Testament book, found right before the 

Psalms.  This book tells us of the unthinkable suffering of a very godly man.  In this book we see 

the reality that godly people do in fact face severe suffering in this world.   Godly people 

experience painful times.  In the midst of those trials and hardships and difficulties, they will 

have profound questions.  They will have deep sorrow, even as they continue to walk by faith.   

 

I want to begin by drawing your attention to a photograph that I found this week.  (Pastor shows 

overhead).  This picture shows us the aftermath of a tornado that struck the state of Oklahoma 

several years ago.  As you look at this picture, I wonder what stands out to you.  There is a lot to 

see.   

 

 
 

The first thing I see is a vehicle that has been turned upside down.  I imagine it takes some pretty 

strong winds to pull that off. Then we see trees that have been totally uprooted, and a house that 

has been reduced to rubble.  Looking at this photo, I wondered where all the furnishings went.  

Maybe a cleanup effort had taken place, but we still see that devastation occurred. 

 

However, I wonder what else might stand out in that picture?  Is there anything else that you 

notice?  Something that I noticed was the foundation of the house.  Do you see that concrete 

foundation is still there intact?  Not only did the foundation hold, but it looks like it made it 

through the storm undamaged.  It looks like another house can be built upon that foundation.   

 

I was looking at this picture in terms of what I have been studying in the book of Job.  And my 

prayer lifted up to the Lord was, Lord, make my faith like that, even if and when I face times of 

painful loss in this world.  Father, it is my prayer that my faith in you will be found solid; that it 

will remain intact, even prepared to rebuild life.  
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I am praying that my faith will hold through the hard times that I face, and I pray that your faith 

in the Living God—Father, Son, and Spirit—will be steadfast through the things you will face in 

this life.   

 

The title of this morning’s message is The Faith that Endures, taken from Job Chapter 1.  The 

faith that endures the windstorms of life, storms that are so severe that everything is stripped 

away, even precious things.  I pray that we will have faith that endures such times.  That is the 

kind of faith that we are going to see displayed in the life of Job as we open this most holy 

portion of Scripture this morning.   

 

You will recall that last week we received our introduction to Job.  The headline was that Job 

was a godly man.  A blameless man.  A man who feared the Lord; who shunned evil; who turned 

away from sin and temptation by the grace of God upon his life.  We learned that he was a godly 

man. 

 

We also learned that Job was a very wealthy man.  Perhaps more than anything on this earth we 

learned that Job treasured his children, ten teenaged to young adult aged children, whom he even 

made sacrifices for on an ongoing basis for the atonement of their sin. 

 

This is Job and now as we move forward into what is before us today, we are going see the 

extreme testing that fell upon his life.  This morning God’s Word will come to us in three parts 

as we observe the testing of Job’s faith, and as the authenticity of it is revealed.   

 

First we will see a stunning scene in heaven.  Second, we will see a series of tragedies on the 

earth.  Third, we will see a statement of faith rising up from the ground.  We begin this portion of 

Scripture by seeing: 

 

1. A Stunning Scene in Heaven (1:6-12) 

 

Let’s being in Job Chapter 1 and Verse 6: 

 
6
Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the 

LORD, and Satan also came among them.  
7
The LORD said to Satan, “From where 

have you come?”  Satan answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on 

the earth, and from walking up and down on it.”  
8
And the LORD said to Satan, 

“Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 

blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?”  
9
Then 

Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason?  
10

Have you 

not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side?  You 

have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.  
11

But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your 

face.”  
12

And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand.  Only 

against him do not stretch out your hand.”  So Satan went out from the presence of 

the LORD. 
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Here we have a stunning scene.  To me it is a spine-tingling scene.  It is a bone-chilling scene.  It 

opens in the courts of heaven and it would seem that a time of angelic accountability was taking 

place.   

 

We presume that the sons of God were angels.  They are spoken of later in the book of Job when 

God spoke from the whirlwind.  We are told there that the sons of God were there at the dawn of 

creation, when God was creating the world and all that is in it.  And the sons of God were 

exploding with jobs when God in His creative power was manifested in the creation of this 

world. 

 

Now we have these sons of God, these angelic beings, reporting about their activities in this 

world, receiving new orders from God.  And we see that there was an unexpected appearance.  

This text tells us that Satan also came among them.   

 

In the Hebrew, Satan is hasatan.  Satan is Hebrew for accuser, with the prefix the.  We are 

talking about the one who opposes, the accuser of the saints.  It is very clear throughout this 

portion of Scripture that this being that appeared before the Lord displayed the same 

contemptuous, impudent manner that is characteristic of the Satan we see revealed all through 

the pages of Scripture.  This is Lucifer himself. 

 

This is a chilling picture.  God said, Where have you been?  Satan responded, I have been 

walking upon the earth, to and fore upon it.  Without a doubt walking among the people of God, 

seeking to accuse them before the Lord. 

 

We know that Job lived sometime around the time of the patriarchs.  He may have been a 

contemporary of Abraham.  He may have been a contemporary of Jacob.  We can imagine this 

Satan bringing accusations against Abraham.  It wouldn’t have been that hard with some of the 

things that took place in Abraham’s life. 

 

For example, in the way that he was before the pharaoh and before the Abimelech saying, No, 

no, no, Sarah is not my wife.  She is my sister.  Satan going before the Lord saying, This is your 

patriarch and he acts like that?  Or you can look at how Jacob was such a conniver.   

 

Perhaps Satan was there bringing accusations against the people of God in these ways when the 

Lord said, Have you considered my servant Job?  Then the Lord went on to authenticate 

everything that was stated about Job and his character, that which we read last week in the 

prologue, that Job was blameless.   

 

That does not mean he was sinless but this was a man was blameless, walking with integrity 

before the Lord.  Job was a man who was upright.  Who was reverent.  Who was sanctified, 

turning away from evil, and the Lord asked Satan, Have you considered him? 

 

What came next is really what is at the heart of this portion of Scripture.  Satan asked a question 

about Job in Verse 9.  I think that that question was filled with contempt, when he asked, Does 

he fear God for no reason?  Of course, Job worships you.  Of course, he honors you.  Who 

wouldn’t give the way that your hand of blessing has been upon him his life?  Then Satan set in 
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and went on in essence saying, Just look at the lavish life that Job lives.  Look at how pampered 

and coddled he is.   

 

In Verse 10 it says, Look at the increase that you have given him.  In the nuance of the language 

there, that word for increase is, look at how he is just bursting out.  Look at how all that he has, 

has just expanded beyond limit or expectation.  Look at how his life and wealth is proliferating 

and look at how you put this thorny hedge of protection all the way around him.  

 

Of course Job is going to worship you.  Who wouldn’t.  In essence what Satan was saying was, 

He is not worshiping who you are.  He is worshiping you for the things in this life that he enjoys 

that you give.  You take those things away, and you just watch what happens.  This man that you 

point me to, he will curse you to your face and he will abandoned his faith.  That is what will 

happen. 

 

That is the accusation that Satan brings.  Basically, Satan was saying, Genuine faith is a sham.  

People on earth will not simply worship you for who you are.  They worship you for what they 

get.  You take away the earthly things that they have, and you watch the way that they blaspheme 

you.  That was the gauntlet that was being laid out.  This was the test that is laid before us. 

 

Brothers and sisters, as we look at what is here and consider how Satan brought this kind of 

question upon the life of Job, let us understand that Satan has been bringing this kind of doubt 

through the centuries and I understand even into our times into our lives.  Satan opposes and 

questions.  He attacks the faith of God’s people. 

 

Satan wants to question the authenticity of genuine faith in God.  These types of things happened 

into New Testament times, into the church age.  Stepping into the future from the vantage point 

of Job:  how many of you students of Scripture, those of you who have read through the Gospels, 

remember that moment in the life of the Lord Jesus on the night before His crucifixion. 

 

The scene is the Last Supper.  The disciples were there arguing with one another about which 

one of them was the greatest.  Who was superior in relation to the others in view of leadership, 

strength and so on.  You can imagine that Peter was letting it loose, making the case for himself.  

Then Jesus sobered the scene quickly. 

 

Do you remember what Jesus said?  Luke 22:31-32: 

 
31

Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like 

wheat, 
32

but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.  And when you have 

turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 

 

Wow!  What a scene.  Satan asked to sift Peter like wheat.  Step further back.  Satan asked to 

have Peter in his grip, where he could shake his life and soul deeply and powerfully and 

dramatically in such a way that it would reveal what Peter was truly like. 
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Satan thought he could shake him in a such way that it would be shown that Peter was not wheat, 

but that he was chaff.  So there would be a heavy trial placed upon the life of Peter.  From there, 

Jesus did not answer that issue and say, But, Peter, I just want to assure you that the answer was 

no.  Satan is not going to be allowed to sift you like wheat. 

 

Instead, Jesus said, I am praying for you that your faith will not fail.  The nuance and the 

understanding of it being, yes, Satan is going to have an attack on Peter.  It is coming.  But there 

is also a foreshadowing of Peter’s rejections of the Lord.  While he was so broken over that, 

Peter would come back.  The other disciples who would also be sifted like wheat, but Peter 

would be used to build up their faith.   

 

Satan wants to attack the faith of believers and show it to be inauthentic.  We saw this in Job’s 

life.  We saw this in Peter’s life and in the lives of the apostles, but Peter went on to let the 

church know that the body of Christ can expect this as well.  Peter went on to write decades later 

in I Peter Chapter 5 and Verses 8 and 9 words to the church that ring forth into Southern 

California today: 

 
8
Be sober-minded; be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  
9
Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing 

that he same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 

throughout the world. 

 

This kind of satanic, demonic attack is common.  It happens all across the earth as Satan attacks 

the body of Christ.  We can expect similar things in our lives.   

 

Brothers and sisters, a person who is born again, a person who has received Christ, a person who 

is saved by grace and is indwelled by the Holy Spirit, rest assured that Satan cannot possess 

them.  Satan cannot indwell them and take possession of their, because they are already 

possessed and indwelled by the Spirit of the Living God, by whom they have been sealed to the 

day of redemption. 

 

Satan cannot possess you but understand, he can afflict you.  He can attack you.  Satan is at work 

and his desire is to show genuine faith to be a sham.  So, Satan is allowed to bring difficulty into 

the lives of people, all under the sovereign limitations placed upon him by Almighty God.  But 

Satan is allowed to shake us and sift us like wheat and bring painful circumstances into our lives. 

 

The big question is:  when that befalls you, will you curse God when the things of this world are 

stripped away?  Or will your faith prove to be genuine by the work of the Spirit within you, 

prompting it and you acting upon it, saying, I will worship the Lord. 

 

What we see here in this stunning opening scene is that Satan approached the Throne of God, 

there in the presence of the sons of God, the holy angels.  So this plan to test Job was not hatched 

in private.  It was there for all the angels to observe.  You can believe that they were watching 

with interest. 
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Understand, when trials come upon your life, you have this opportunity to be filled with the Holy 

Spirit and robust faith even for the angelic unseen world to see, thus bringing glory to your 

Savior.  That puts our trials in perspective.  There are cosmic realities that are at work, and they 

are pretty stunning to behold.   

 

So we see this stunning scene in heaven.  Now we continue and we see that it issued forth in: 

 

2. A  Series of Tragedies on Earth (1:13-19) 

 

Painful things.  Things that introduce great heaviness into the heart.  Job Chapter 1 and Verse 13: 

 
13

Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine 

in their oldest brother’s house, 
14

and there came a messenger to Job and said, “The 

oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, 
15

and the Sabeans fell upon 

them and took them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I 

alone have escaped to tell you.”  
16

While he was yet speaking, there came another 

and said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the 

servants and consumed them, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”  
17

While he was 

yet speaking, there came another and said, “The Chaldeans formed three groups 

and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck down the servants with the 

edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”  
18

While he was yet 

speaking, there came another and said, “Your sons and daughters were eating and 

drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 
19

and behold, a great wind came 

across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the 

young people, and they are dead, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 

 

Devastating!  Let’s not just glide over this.  The loss of fortune, the loss of his fleets, but most 

precious to the heart of Job was the loss of his children, whom he loved.  This is staggering, and 

I am not even sure that I know how to preach this with the gravity that it deserves.  This is great 

pain that filled the life of Job.   

 

What we know about Satan is that he is an opportunist.  We see that recorded for us in the pages 

of Scripture.  Remember the temptations of Jesus?  Satan sought to tempt Jesus, leading Him into 

sin.  However, he did not prevail.  After those three temptations, Satan departed but Scripture 

says that he left Jesu, looking for an opportune time. 

 

Satan seeks out the opportune times to do damage to the people of God.  We see that the he 

found his opportunity here in this portion of Scripture on a very, very special day.  This passage 

begins by telling us that Job’s children were gathered at the home of the oldest son.  They were 

there for one of their celebration feasts. 

 

What we understand from our consideration of the prologue is that each one of the sons held a 

feast on their day.  By their day, that means their birthday.  It was a celebration of their lives; a 

celebration of their birth; a celebration of who they were, the gifts they had; the abilities they 

had; the things they were doing in this world.   
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This was the birthday celebration of Job’s first born son, a most special day when they were all 

together and tragedy struck.  That was when Satan attacked. 

 

Four tragedies all occurred, I would understand simultaneously.  Then the reports came in, one 

after the next.  We read of two tragedies that were brought about.  Satan inspired them through 

human agencies.  Terroristic groups.  Mobs intent on thievery and violence, as stirred from Satan 

in their hearts.  Chaldeans from the north.  Sabeans from the south.  They came from both sides 

and they stole the property of Job. 

 

We also read that there were two what I will call supernatural natural disasters.  Satan had the 

ability to somehow manipulate the physical realm, so that there was a fire from heaven that fell.  

That fire consumed Job’s 7,000 sheep and those who were tending the sheep. 

 

The we read that there was a strong windstorm that came from the east, but it was something that 

was particular.  The only damage that we have any indication of here in the book Job is the 

damage that was done to that one house.  The thieves were able to make off with massive hoards, 

massive flocks of sheep, all the camels, unhindered. 

 

So this was something that was very, very specific.  I would understand this to be some kind of 

whirlwind or twister or tornado that came from the east in a circular motion, so that it was able to 

knock the buildings down at each one the four corners.  And Job lost each of his ten children.   

 

Reading this, there is some sobriety that enters into the heart of the church.  There are some 

heavy things that need to be understood by the people of God.  In particular, what we understand 

is sometimes—and I praise God that it is not all the time.  I praise God that it is not even most of 

the time—but sometimes the worst case scenario actually plays out in the lives of God’s precious 

ones in this fallen world. 

 

Sometimes the last thing that ought to happen, happens.  We see it in the book of Job and we 

have seen it in the lives of so many people that are dear to us, where we say the last thing that 

ought to happen actually happens. 

 

It occurred to me as I was studying this that one year ago today was the final Sunday that Bethel 

Grace got to share with Keith Wells.  For those of you who did not know Keith during his time 

on this earth, he was a pastor of pastors.  He had a forty-year pastoral wok here in Southern 

California, focused on music but as we know, he had an uncommon attentiveness and vital 

concern for the people of God.  Keith knew hundreds upon hundreds of people.  He was a 

remarkable man.  In the way that I think about things, right now Keith should be in Tennessee 

with Barb and his precious ones.  They had a house build there.  They were planning for the 

sunset of their lives in that state. 

 

Last year on this day, there was worship in the morning and there was a great celebration of 

praise that night.  The sanctuary was filled up.  Keith concluded his worship ministry with the 

Hallelujah Chorus.  The he and Barb drove straight from here to the Los Alamitos Medical 

Center, where he had to figure out what the pain was inside of him.  Within days, we understood 

that it was pancreatic cancer, which is deadly.   
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And we think to ourselves, No!  No!  NO!  NO!  That is not how it works.  Yet, that’s how it 

works.  And that is how it worked.  Sometimes the most painful circumstances actually unfold 

before our eyes.  Sometimes Godly ones succumb to cancer.  It happens.  I thank God that it is 

not all the time, but it happens.   

 

Sometimes the children of even believing godly parents are born with severe maladies, and their 

lives only last for several years, and it breaks the heart.  These kinds of things happen in this 

world.  These happen! 

 

It happened in the life of Job.  I think that we can think of a great many examples of dear ones 

whom it has happened to in their lives as well.  So once again, we are reminded about the kind of 

world that we live in.   

 

That was one of the opening questions that we had last week: What kind of world do we live in?  

We talked about how we live in a world that is God-centric.  Theocentric.  There is an Almighty 

who created everything and His power is made known in the things that He made.  His goodness 

and His character is evident in the things that He has created. 

 

God is the Almighty God.  We know that this is a world that is filled with majesty, but here is 

another answer to the question of what kind of world is this.  This is a world of spiritual warfare.  

As much as we want this world to be our playground, and sometimes it is, the greater reality to 

be observed is that it is not a playground, it is a battleground. 

 

There is warfare taking place and, while I am not a veteran of the United States Armed Forces, 

my understanding is that warfare involves casualties.  The loss of life.  The loss of property.  It 

happens and it happens to God’s people.  The big question:  when it strikes, will Satan be right?  

When such times come, will the people of God be saying, He stripped away all the things in the 

world from me, so I am now going to curse Him. 

 

Will Satan be right?  Will we curse God to His face when the things of this world are stripped 

from us, meaning property and people?  Or will there be found in the people of God a knowledge 

of who He is as a foundation that helps us to be steadfast through those things, even while our 

hearts are breaking?  Will we continue saying there is a God.  His character is good.  I may not 

understand why all this is happening, but I know who He is and I praise His Name still.   

 

So, here we have Job shellshocked.  His dirty face smudged with tears.  Trying to process and 

figure out all that had happened.  A godly man devasted.  Satan said, Watch him curse you to 

your face.  You let me inside that hedge and you watch what happens.  Job will curse you to your 

face.  He will abandoned his life of worship.  Just watch. 

 

However, is that how it played out?  Now we see a confession of faith from the ground. 
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3. A Display of Faith (l:20-23) 

 

A confession of faith that rose up from the earth that Job was cast down on.  Job Chapter 1 and 

Verse 20: 

 
20

Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and 

worshiped.  
21

And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall 

I return.  The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of 

the LORD.” 

 
22

In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. 
 

What a victory.  What a remarkable moment in the span of redemptive history.  What a profound 

moment.  Here we see an awesome display of authentic faith that is based on an even more 

limited knowledge of who God is than the knowledge that we have. 

 

Here we have Job and his confession that came with three phases, and there is some symmetry to 

the first two.  Then there is a word of blessing.  Job said, Naked I came from my mother’s womb.  

I did not come in with anything and if it is the will of God that I leave with nothing, I accept His 

will. 

 

Job said, The Lord has given.  Every good thing that I have had in this life, it has come from the 

hand of the Lord.  This reveals Job’s character.  “And the Lord has taken away, blessed be the 

name of the Lord.”  Job continued worshiping. 

 

I think it is kind of like the day of September 11 that we will commemorate later this week.  

There came that point where there was attack after attack after attack.  We woke up to the north 

tower with billows of smoke coming out of it.  We were all wondering how that could happen. 

Then a second plane went into the other tower.  We say, Wait a minute.  Wait!  Then another 

plan went into the Pentagon.  We began understanding that it was an attack.  Another plane went 

down in a field in Pennsylvania that was intended for the White House.  Then we knew there was 

an attack taking place. 

 

At some point Job knew that something supernatural was taking place; that the things happening 

to him were not coincidental.  Something was happening.  Job did not know about the scene of 

God looking upon him with such favor, and even fatherly admiration.  He did not know about the 

satanic element of it all. 

 

However, Job knew that God was almighty.  He knew that God reigns supreme.  He knew that 

God was in charge of the world that He created.  So whatever, Job knew that it was a Sovereign 

God who was good, who was presiding over it all, and Job said, Blessed be the name of the Lord.  

What a powerful moment! 

 

This was a man resolved, by the hand of God upon him, to give praise to the Lord and he knew 

that God would be honored for who He is.  Job had some knowledge of who God is.  We see it, 

even in what we have read so far in the book.   



10 

 

 

We know that Job knew that God was creative.  We know that Job knew that God’s fingerprints 

were all around the world that He had made.  We know that Job knew that God was holy, but 

that He also forgave sin and He atoned for it, and that He gave mercy, hence we see all the 

sacrifices that Job made.  Job knew that God was forgiving. 

 

Based on what he lived with for fifty-years here on this earth before this tragedy struck, Job 

knew the character of God.  Based on all that, Job was resolved, God will be praised from my 

lips, whatever comes in this life. 

 

Here is what staggers me, and here what encourages me:  If a profound statement of faith could 

be made from the lips and the heart of a man who lived so early in redemptive history with such 

limited knowledge of who God is, compared to what we have, how much more can we have 

enduring, persevering, supernatural faith coursing within us, based on all that we have come to 

know about God, and in the lavish nature of who He is as made evident that He gave His Son to 

wash our sins away? 

 

If we know such things about God, the fullness of His grace as manifested in King Jesus, in 

Christ the Lamb of God, will it be found in us, even if earthly things are entirely striped away, 

will our hearts be focused on the cross where we say, God demonstrated His love for me in this; 

Christ died for me.   

 

Will you worship Him, whatever comes in this life, even when you heart is breaking; even when 

you are heavy inside; even while you are asking why, why, why, as Job asked in Chapter 3.  Is 

there a resolution in your heart that says, I will worship God because He is worthy to be praised.  

It is who He is, and I am going to spend all of eternity basking in the glory of who He is.   

 

It is such a powerful thing when a suffering servant of God continues to praise God.  I remember 

those visits to Keith, when his body was wasting away physically, but he was being renewed 

daily internally.  We went to pray for Keith, but you know how that works out.  He was praying 

for us.  Here we have a living faith.   

 

I have seen so many people suffering, yet worshiping God and it is a powerful, powerful display 

of what God does in a human heart.  And it puts to shame satanic efforts to undermine the 

awesome power of God, and it glorifies the Lord in the sight of His holy angels. 

 

How is it going to be when trials and suffering comes into your life, because it will.  Peter went 

on to say, Church, when you suffer, don’t think that something abnormal is happening to you.  

This is a dark and fallen world.  Thank God that His goodness is seen everywhere, but things are 

seriously awry.  It does not take much watching of the news to see that is the case, and that we 

will suffer. 

 

I pray that even while we suffer, we will be renewed on the inside with expressions of faith that 

are beyond description; that are beyond understanding; that are supernatural in origin, and that 

God gets glory for because of who He is. 
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In conclusion, Job is an extreme book.  Job is a book of an extremities.  It is an extreme story 

that, though being extreme itself, it points to another story of greater extremity still.  Job is 

pointing us to something else. 

 

Job is an extreme story.  Job was a man extravagantly rich.  He was not one of many great men.  

He was the greatest man of his entire corner of the globe.  And his downfall was spectacular.  

Not his moral downfall, but in terms of the loss that took place in his life.  

 

Job did not go from moderate riches to a measure of poverty.  He went from extravagant wealth 

to absolute destitution.  He did not do it gradually.  It happened within a day, within hours.  Job 

was brought down, and there was a fracture in the relationship of the ones dear to him.   

 

Christians suffer.  However deeply we suffer, it is unlikely that many of us will suffer, suffer, 

suffer like Job did.  We have not been to the heights that he experienced, neither the depths that 

he was reduced to.  All of this being the case, Job, in his extremity, was only a shadow of another 

story more extreme still. 

 

There was another who was not only blameless but sinless.  There was another who was not just 

upright, but holy, holy, holy!  There was another, not just the greatest man of a region, but the 

Greatest Being in all time and eternity.  There was no higher position that could be held than the 

one that He held, basking in the glory of heaven. 

 

There was no greater depth that He could have been degraded to, emptying Himself, going all the 

way down.  Naked.  Shamed.  Being crucified on a cross, where the human suffering was only 

the beginning of it.  There was also the imputation of sin, something vastly supernatural taking 

place when our sin was imputed to Him.  When He bore our sin in His body on the cross, and He 

was punished for our sin. 

 

That eternal relationship that He had with God the Father was broken.  Instead of receiving favor 

from the Father, He received wrath.  Job had an extreme story, but it points us to one that was 

more extreme still.  Christ did this as a plan of the Triune God for the glory of His Name and for 

His love for us.   

 

So can we endure some casualties in this grain of sand called time, as we look forward to an 

eternal kingdom that will never be shaken?  Can we have endurance through the trials that we 

experience, so that Satan will be put to shame as he casts doubt on the integrity of God’s saving 

grace upon His church? 

 

Can we get it resolved in our hearts that, Lord, when the suffering comes, by Your grace and 

power and substance filling my heart, I will worship You still.  That is the kind of thing that 

brings great glory to God, and great good to the people who surround us. 

 

I am going to read a portion of I Peter that reminds me of Job, Job into the New Testament times.  

I pray that this will feed your faith with divine supernatural nourishment, so that when times of 

suffering comes, you will be steadfast in the most holy faith, in this portion of heaven filling 

your little life here on earth, that you might glow with the glory of the Lord. 
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I pray these words will fill your heart and feed your soul for faith.  I Peter 1:3-7: 

 
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
5
who by God’s power are being guarded through 

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  
6
In this you rejoice, 

though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 
7
so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes 

though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at 

the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 


